
From: Macler, Bruce
To: Smith, DavidW
Cc: Kemmerer, John; Vendlinski, Tim
Subject: FW: ACWA Water Quality Committee: agenda for May meeting
Date: Thursday, April 23, 2015 10:55:10 AM
Attachments: Water Quality Cmte agenda 050515.pdf

Water Quality Cmte notes 021715.pdf

  
 

 

 

From: Adam Walukiewicz [mailto:AdamW@acwa.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2015 4:25 PM
To: Adam Walukiewicz
Cc: JillDuerig; EdgarDymally; David Manning (David.Manning@scwa.ca.gov); Jeff Beehler
 (JBeehler@sbvwcd.org); SargeantGreen; Jeremy Jungreis (JJungreis@rutan.com); 'Chet Anderson';
 SteveBigley
Subject: ACWA Water Quality Committee: agenda for May meeting
 
ACWA Water Quality Committee:
 

The agenda for the Water Quality Committee meeting at ACWA’s Spring Conference on May 5th is

 attached, along with the notes from our February 17th meeting.
 
Hope to see you all in Sacramento in two weeks.
 
Thanks,
Adam
 
Adam Walukiewicz
Regulatory Advocate
Association of California Water Agencies
Main: (916) 441-4545
Cell: (916) 832-7941
adamw@acwa.com
 

You have received this message from the Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA)
 on behalf of its members, supporters, and allied interests. To protect their privacy, ACWA
 policy prohibits the unauthorized reuse, redistribution, reproduction or retransmitted of this
 material or the distribution list.   ­­  
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Committee 
Agenda 


All information and materials related to committees, including presentations and minutes, are available to 
Committee Members on ACWA’s website at: http://www.acwa.com/content/acwa-committees 


 


 


Water Quality Committee 
Aquatic Resources/Clean Water/Safe Drinking Water Subcommittees 


May 5, 2015 
10:00-11:45 a.m. 


Sacramento Convention Center, Sacramento 
 


Chair, WQ Committee, Jill Duerig          Vice-Chair, WQ Committee, Edgar Dymally 


Chair, SDW Subcmte, Chet Anderson          Vice-Chair, SDW Subcmte, Steve Bigley  


Chair, CW Subcmte, Sarge Green          Vice-Chair, CW Subcmte, Jeremy Jungreis 


Chair, AR Subcmte, David Manning          Vice-Chair, AR Subcmte, Jeffrey Beehler 
 


Water Quality Committee, 10:00-10:30am 


I. Chair’s Welcome and Introductions (5 minutes) Jill Duerig 


II. State Legislative Update (15 minutes) Cindy Tuck 


III. Federal Affairs Update (10 minutes) Abby Schnieder 


 


Aquatic Resources Subcommittee, 10:30-10:45am 


I. Chair’s Welcome  David Manning 


II. NOAA California Programs Coordinator Update 
(15 minutes) 


Charlotte Ambrose, 
NOAA 
 


 


Clean Water Subcommittee, 10:45-11:00am 


I. Chair’s Welcome  Sarge Green 


II. State Clean Water Regulatory Update (15 minutes) Adam Walukiewicz 


 


Safe Drinking Water Subcommittee, 11:00-11:45am 


I. Chair’s Welcome  Chet Anderson 


II. Disadvantaged Communities Update  
(30 minutes) 


David Orth, KRCD 
Cindy Tuck 
 


III. SDW Workgroup Updates (15 minutes) Workgroup Chairs 


 
Adjourn, 11:45 a.m. 


 


Next Meeting: Early August 2015, Location TBD, Southern California 








Committee 
Notes 


All information and materials related to committees, including presentations and minutes, are available to 
Committee Members on ACWA’s website at: http://www.acwa.com/content/acwa-committees 


 


 
ACWA Water Quality Committee 


February 17, 2015, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 


ACWA Boardroom, Sacramento 


Chair, Jill Duerig                      Vice Chair, Edgar Dymally 


 
Water Quality Committee Chair Jill Duerig welcomed attendees to the meeting, and committee 
members and guests introduced themselves.  
 
Federal Issues Update  


ACWA Senior Federal Relations Representative Abby Schneider updated the committee on relevant 


developments in Washington, D. C. In November 2014, ACWA submitted a comment letter on U.S. 


EPA’s draft rule on Clean Water Act jurisdiction. ACWA’s letter included comments detailing how the 


draft rule may result in the need for CWA permits for recycled water facilities, and that the definition 


of “tributaries” under the proposed rule is overly broad, potentially leading to dedicated conveyance 


facilities and ditches being deemed “waters of the United States” that are subject to regulation. 


ACWA’s comments were developed by a workgroup of ACWA members. U.S. EPA’s final rule is 


expected to be released by June 2015.  Abby explained that the final rule may include changes such 


as clarifying the extent of jurisdiction over adjacent waters and water system facilities in the 


preamble, and clarifying that the rule should not impact water transfers. The definition of “tributary” 


under the proposed rule may also be modified. Various bills related to the rulemaking have been 


introduced, including HR 594 (Waters of the United States Regulatory Overreach Protection Act of 


2015) which was written to try to secure broad-based bipartisan support. 


Abby discussed the Administration’s FY 2015-16 Budget. It appears that the Safe Drinking Water SRF 


may receive additional funding, but the Clean Water SRF is proposed to receive less.  There is also a 


proposal in the budget related to WIFIA funding.  


Finally, Abby discussed changes to Congressional committee assignments among the California 


delegation. 


Aquatic Resources Subcommittee 


ACWA Regulatory Advocate Adam Walukiewicz provided an update on recent Aquatic Resources 


Subcommittee activities. The subcommittee will be continuing its recent tradition of putting together 


programs at ACWA Conferences. Carl Morrison provided a report on the NMFS recovery plan for 


Coho salmon, and Clean Water Subcommittee Vice-Chair Jeremy Jungreis recapped the Southern 


Steelhead recovery plan program from ACWA’s 2014 Fall Conference. 
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Clean Water Subcommittee 


Clean Water Subcommittee Chair Sarge Green introduced David Cory, who provided an update on 


the CV-SALTS program, a collaborative multi-agency salt and nitrate management planning effort 


that is currently underway in the Central Valley. 


The Subcommittee discussed the Statewide NPDES General Permit for Drinking Water System 


Discharges, including perspectives on SWRCB roll-out of the new permit. The group discussed the 


potential value of more “hands-on,” technically-oriented workshops.   


Adam ran through a list of state regulatory issues that ACWA is tracking but not actively engaged in, 


which included: 


 SWRCB’s  biological integrity amendments to existing Water Quality Control Plans  


 SWRCB’s Wetlands Policy, which is likely delayed until late 2015 


 SWRCB’s Toxicity Plan developments 


 SWRCB’s Statewide Mercury Policy 


State Legislative Update  


ACWA Deputy Executive Director Cindy Tuck provided the Committee with an update on State 


Legislative developments. At a recent SWRCB Division of Drinking Water (“DDW”) Transition Advisory 


Group (“TAG”) meeting, DDW staff informed the TAG that SWRCB will be advancing a budget 


proposal related to the public water system operating fees used to finance the drinking water 


program. ACWA has requested additional information and will be continue to engage on this 


proposal. 


Proposition 1 implementation is moving forward quickly. Cindy reviewed the Natural Resources 


Agency’s recently released Proposition 1 Program Development Schedule, which details when draft 


program funding guidelines would be released for all Proposition 1 programs, including the Small 


Community Wastewater, Clean, Safe, And Reliable Drinking Water, and water recycling programs, 


among others.  


ACWA is sponsoring SB 385, legislation related to the state’s new maximum contaminant level for 


hexavalent chromium. Committee members discussed the transfer of the drinking water program to 


the SWRCB and concerns regarding timely responses for needed permit changes.  


Safe Drinking Water Subcommittee 


Safe Drinking Water Subcommittee Chair Chet Anderson introduced Cindy Forbes, Director of SWRCB 


DDW provided an update on the activities of SWRCB’s Division of Drinking Water. Highlights of the 


presentation included: 


 Update on DDW Field Offices. 


 Details regarding submission of SRF applications through the FAAST system. 



http://bondaccountability.resources.ca.gov/PDF/Prop1/draft_schedulev2.pdf?23
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 Small water system compliance problems.  


 Revisions to the Draft Safe Drinking Water Plan for California. Once finalized, the Plan will 


serve as the Division’s strategic plan for the next five years. 


 The Division’s compliance efforts in the Central Valley.  


 Staff resource allocations during drought. DDW is the only division of SWRCB that is 


designated as a first responder in emergency situations; for example, DDW staff responded 


to the Napa Earthquake.  


 DDW’s oversight of Local Primacy Agencies (LPAs). 


 DDW’s continuing review of ELAP. 


 DDW’s regulatory priorities, including: POU/POE regulations, revised TCR, 1-2-3 TCP MCL, 


surface water augmentation regulations, ELAP administrative changes, and Direct Potable 


Reuse rules. DDW’s goal is to get three regulatory packages through the SWRCB board by July 


2015.  


 DDW’s policy priorities, including: 


o Curtailment compliance orders with the Division of Water Rights 


o Potential issuance of arsenic compliance orders  


o LPA program oversight/data submission improvements 


o Disadvantaged community assistance 


o Safe Drinking Water Plan for California implementation 


o Adoption of priority regulations 


o Collaboration with other SWRCB divisions and RWQCBs 


 DDW’s approach to enforcement. 


 DDW’s budget. 


Committee members discussed a number of drinking water issues during an open “drinking water 


issues forum.” Issues discussed included hexavalent chromium MCL implementation activities, 


recent developments with DDW’s Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (ELAP), and the 


Committee’s desire to coordinate with other ACWA policy committees on direct potable reuse. 


ACWA Special Projects Manager Dave Bolland provided an update on implementation of the 


Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, including the Department of Water Resources’ current 


focus on basin boundary regulations, as well as SWRCB and the Division of Oil, Gas & Geothermal 


Resources’ development of fracking guidelines, which is being tracked by a workgroup of ACWA’s 


Groundwater Committee. 


Chair Jill Duerig adjourned the meeting.  
 


 










